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05-189 October 14, 2005 
For Immediate Release: 
ANNUAL HISTORY TEACHERS CONFERENCE HEADED TO EIU 
CHARLESTON -- High school and junior high teachers from across the state of Illinois 
will be visiting the campus of Eastern Illinois University for the 26th annual History Teachers 
Conference -- Challenges and Choices: Teaching History and the Social Studies in the 21st 
Century-- on Thursday, Nov. 3. 
John Dively Jr., executive director of the Illinois Principals Association, will present the 
keynote address, "Current Challenges and Opportunities in Education." 
Since its beginnings, the conference has been an outstanding opportunity for teachers 
from across the state to network with and learn from each other. 
The day-long conference will feature a variety of workshops and guest speakers who will 
offer teachers the opportunity to learn innovative strategies which they can take back to their 
classrooms. Throughout the day, a series of workshops will be presented which will focus on a 
variety of topics. 
One of the current hot topics in education today and one in which the state of Illinois is 
placing a lot of emphasis is the area of reading and reading comprehension. Jim Hammer of 
Effingham High School will present a workshop on how teachers can adopt new reading 
curriculums in their classrooms that will challenge students but not overwhelm them. 
"We know there is a wide range of reading abilities in the classroom," Hammer said. 
"And we know success in school is directly related to a student's reading ability." 
Hammer will demonstrate how students can improve their understanding of reading 
assignments and how these strategies can be beneficial to both strong readers and those who 
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struggle with reading. According to Hammer, these strategies can be adapted to any age group, 
whether they be elementary age or high school age. 
Other topics to be examined at the conference will be "Teaching History and Social 
Studies Through Problem-Based Learning," "Teaching About Contemporary Japan" and 
"Charting Your Course: Thoughts on Becoming a Social Studies Professional." 
Jeffrey Render from New Lenox, Ill., will present a workshop on the Orale-History 
Project, which will explain how teachers can engage their students on an oral history project that 
combines not only local and world history, but also technological, communication and higher 
order thinking skills. 
Another popular workshop of the conference is the annual Swap Shop where educators 
can exchange and discuss their favorite lessons plans. 
In addition to the day's workshops, the History Teachers Conference will have a variety 
of informational booths for teachers to visit. An "Adventure of the American Mind" booth will 
explain how teachers can access and incorporate digitized primary sources into their classroom 
curriculums. There are currently more than 130 on-line collections that offer more than 10 
million items on topics ranging from baseball cards in the 1800s to oral interviews with former 
slaves. Available items also include audio, spoken words, maps pictures, motion pictures and 
documents in a digital format. 
Registration for the conference is $44, which includes a continental breakfast, lunch and 
all presentations, exhibits and handouts. Advanced registration by Oct. 19 is requested, but not 
required. For information about the conference and/or registration information, call (217) 581-
5116 or see http://www.eiu.edu/~adulted/noncredit/his05.html. 
The conference is being co-sponsored by EIU's Department of History, the Social 
Science Studies Program, the College of Education and Professional Studies, School of 
Continuing Education and the superintendents of Eastern Illinois Educational Service Regions. 
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